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A Research on the use of Korean textbooks and
medium and long-term development plan for
Korean language textbooks

The purpose of this study is to analyze the Korean textbooks developed by the National
Institute of Korean Language, and to establish a medium— and long—term plan for future
developments of Korean textbooks based on demand surveys from the aspects of process
and procedure of textbook development and revision, as well as its diffusion and
proliferation. The major tasks and results of the study are summarized by chapter as

follows.

Chapter 1 clarifies the purpose and necessity of the study. It also defines the scope

and method of the research, and presents the participants and timeline of the study.

In Chapter 1II, the results from analyzing and evaluating the textbooks developed by
the National Institute of Korean Language are presented. These textbooks are the
beginner/intermediate Korean textbooks for overseas, Sejong Korean textbooks, KSL
textbooks, and domestic immigrant textbooks. Evaluation criteria are presented from
the textbook checklist which includes external evaluation items such as the external
system, design and illustration, accessibility, and utilization, and internal evaluation items
including objectives and principles of the textbook, subjects and situation, language
knowledge, and language skills. For the analysis and evaluation, three Korean language
education experts conducted quantitative and descriptive evaluations for each group of

textbooks.

Chapter III presents the results of the survey on development of Korean textbooks.
In addition to the textbooks developed by the National Institute of Korean Language,
the analysis includes 545 volumes of 154 types of Korean textbooks published by private
institutes, universities, and national institutions. Following the confirmation of volume

and type of the textbook by publisher, the difficulty level, the target learners, whether



the language skills are separated or integrated, and the main purpose of learning were
analyzed. Moreover, in order to confirm the current state of support on Korean textbook
development, surveys on development period, development procedure, and development
method of textbooks were carried out. Based on these results, we proposed a systemized

procedure for development of Korean language education materials.

Chapter TV presents the results of demand survey for Korean textbook development.
Demand surveys were conducted by two different groups; the teachers in the field of
Korean education, and the experts of Korean language education. Firstly, in the survey
for teachers from domestic and international Korean education institutes, a total of 235
Korean language teachers participated to propose the demand on the field regarding
medium— and long—term plan for the development of Korean language education
materials. The survey confirmed the level of importance and satisfaction about the Korean
textbooks regarding the following questionnaires: The level of importance and
satisfaction on a) integrated and separated textbooks, b) textbooks by learners’ variables,
¢) supplementary teaching materials, d) teaching materials by media type, e) diffusion
and support of textbooks, and f) the method of textbook development. The participants
were also invited to share any comments on direction of Korean textbook development
and effective development methods. Secondly, the expert group was composed of the
authors of the National Institute of Korean Language’s textbooks by type and academic
experts of Korean language education materials. The main contents of their consultation
included a) current demand and major issues regarding Korean language education
materials, b) what is needed to reflect such issues in the development of textbooks, c)
the necessity of amendment and revision of existing textbooks based on international
standard Korean language education curriculum, d) setting goals of each textbook, e)
intended teaching methods of each textbook, and f) strength and weakness of each

textbook.

In Chapter V, based on surveys and analyses from Chapters II and IV, the medium-
and long— term plan for Korean language textbook development is proposed. The plan
is divided into the direction of development, the system of plan, and its detailed action
plan. The direction of the development is divided into three parts; 1) the process and
procedures of development, 2) development and revision, and 3) its diffusion and

proliferation. Regarding the system of plan, we propose systemization of process and



procedures of Korean language development, diversification of Korean language
textbooks, and activation of market as major goals. Furthermore, a roadmap on detailed
strategies and tasks is presented. Based on the roadmap, this study suggest a total of
nine specific tasks as part of a major action plan of mid— and long—term plan; 1) Setting
up and operation of the textbook development and editorial committee, 2) establishment
of standardized procedures for textbook development projects, 3) support plan for
promotion of private—led textbook development, 4) reinforcement of basic research on
textbook development, 5) revision and improved utilization of existing textbooks, 6)
diversification of educational materials through development of new and supplementary
textbooks, 7) establishment of cooperation for development of localized textbooks, 8)
efficiency in textbook diffusion and information system , and 9) marketing for related

teachers’ training program.

The outcome of this study can be summarized as follows. Given the current situation
without any detailed plan on process and procedure of textbook development, this study
conducts a demand survey among on-field teachers and experts about textbook
development in the past, and proceeds to systemize the strategies and tasks for medium—
and long—term plan including textbook development, its revision and localization,
diffusion and proliferation, and utilization and education. Based on this study, it is
expected that a system of utilization for Korean language education materials will be

constructed and contribute to the continuous growth of Korean language education.
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